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1 Kings 20-22

King Ahab and the word of Yahweh:

three failures, three prophets, three
words of judgment

those who hear the prophet and keep God’s wor
live; those who refuse to hear are destroyed

Three years passed without war between Aram and Isragl. 2In
the third year Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to th& king
of Israel. 3 Now the king of Israel said to his servants, “Do you know
that Ramoth-gilead belongs to us, and we are still doing nothing t
take it out of the hand of the king of Aram?” 4 And he said to
Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?” An
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “| am as you are, my people
as your people, my horses as your horses.”

(For Jehoshaphat, see 22:41-50)

5Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please
inquire first for the word of the LORD.”  Then the king of Israel
gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said
to them, “Shall | go against Ramoth-gilead to battle or shall |
refrain?” And they said, “Go up, for the Lord will give it into the han
of the king.” 7 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not yet a prophet of
the LORD here that we may inquire of him?” 8 The king of Israel said
to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of
the LORD, but | hate him, because he does not prophesy good
concerning me, but evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” But
Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say so.” ® Then the king of
Israel called an officer and said, “Bring quickly Micaiah son
Imlah.”

10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah\were
sitting each on his throne, arrayed in their robes, at the threshing
floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets!
were prophesying before them. " Then Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah made horns of iron for himself and said, “Thus says th
LoRD, ‘With these you will gore the Arameans until they are
consumed.” 12All the prophets were prophesying thus, saying, “Go
up to Ramoth-gilead and prosper, for the LORD will give it into the
hand of the king.”

3 Then the messenger who went to summon Micaiah spoke to

him saying, “Behold now, the words of the prophets are uniformly /

favorable to the king. Please let your word be like the word o
of them, and speak favorably.” 14 But Micaiah said, “
lives, what the LORD says to me, tha j eak.”
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15When he came to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah,

shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?” Ang he
answered him, “Go up and succeed, and the LORD will give it int
the hand of the king.” '8 Then the king said to him, “How many
times must | adjure you to speak to me nothing but the truth in the
name of the LORD?” 17 So he said,

“| saw all Israel

Scattered on the mountains,

Like sheep which have no shepherd.

And the LORD said, ‘These have no master.

Let each of them return to his house in peace.”
18 Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did | not tell
that he would not prophesy good concerning me, bl K

19 Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the LORD.
the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing
by Him on His right and on His left. 20 The LORD said, ‘Who will
entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said thi
while another said that. 2' Then a spirit came forward and stood
before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 The LORD said to
him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in
the mouth of all his prophets.” Then He said, “You are to entice him
and also prevail. Go and do so.” 2 Now therefore, behold, the LORD
has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets;
and the LORD has proclaimed disaster against you.”

(1 Kings 22:

Word of Yahweh

1. The Candor of God’s Word

« it is true, direct and always what we need (if
not always what we want!)

+ it cannot be manipulated, adapted or ignored
to suit our desires

1 solemnly charge you... 2 preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn
away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.

(2 Timothy 4:1-4)

Word of Yahweh

2. The Craftiness of God’s Word
» God’s use of a “lying spirit”?

Word of Yahweh

2. The Craftiness of God’s Word

» the Lord uses deception as a form of His
judgment against those who continually
oppose His word

» the Lord craftily uses a person’s perversity
against himself




12/19/2021

25 With the kind You show Yourself kind;
With the blameless You show Yourself blameless;
26 With the pure You show Yourself pure,

And with the perverse You show Yourself shrewd/crafty.

(Psalm 18:25-26)

10, they did not receive the love of the truth so as to
saved. " For this reason God will send upon them a
deluding influence so that they will believe what is
false, '2in order that they all may be judged who did not
believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

(2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)

24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near and'struck
Micaiah on the cheek and said, “How did the Spirit of the LORI
pass from me to speak to you?” 25 Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall
see on that day when you enter an inner room to hide yourself.”
26 Then the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah and return him to
Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son; 27 and
say, ‘Thus says the king, “Put this man in prison and feed him
sparingly with bread and water until | return safely.”” 26 Micaiah
said, “If you indeed return safely the LORD has not spoken by me.”
And he said, “Listen, all you people.”

29 S0 the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up
against Ramoth-gilead. 3 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I
will disguise myself and go into the battle, but you put on your
robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and went into the
battle. 3" Now the king of Aram had commanded the thirty-two
captains of his chariots, saying, “Do not fight with small or great,
but with the king of Israel alone.” 32 So when the captains of the
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely it is the king of Israel,”
and they turned aside to fight against him, and Jehoshaphat cried
out. 33 When the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the
king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him.

34Now a certain man drew his bow at random and struckthe
king of Israel in a joint of the armor. So he said to the driver of kis
chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the fight; for | am sevetely
wounded.” 35 The battle raged that day, and the king was proppe
up in his chariot in front of the Arameans, and died at evening, an
the blood from the wound ran into the bottom of the chariot. 36 Then
a cry passed throughout the army close to sunset, saying, “Every
man to his city and every man to his country.”

37 So the king died and was brought to Samaria, and the
buried the king in Samaria. 38 They washed the chariot by the pool
of Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood (now the harlots
bathed themselves there), according to the word of the LORD whi
He spoke. 3 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did
and the ivory house which he built and all the cities which he built,
are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of
Israel? 40 So Ahab slept with his fathers, and Ahaziah his son
became king in his place.

(1 Kings 22:24-40)
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Word of Yahweh

3. The Certainty of God’s Word

+ the verifying feature of God’s word is it's
accurate, prophetic nature (cf. Deut. 18)

» God’s word, against all human odds, always
comes to pass

Word of Yahweh

Those who hear (believe and obey) His word live;

those who refuse to hear are destroyed

19

" Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so tha
no one will fall, through following the same example of
disobedience.

12For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.

(Hebrews 4:11-1
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